
I will help
#MakeCervicalCancerHistory

Supporter’s toolkit
National Cervical Cancer Awareness Week 2022



This toolkit contains tailorable content specific to the campaign theme for this year’s National Cervical 
Cancer Awareness Week (7-13 November 2022). The theme for National Cervical Cancer Awareness 
Week is: 

Purpose of this toolkit

Make Cervical Cancer History. 

You can use this content on social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn), on your website or in your 
organisation’s newsletter.

Sharing this content will help highlight the impact of cervical cancer, the significant progress Australia has made through 
world-first prevention programs and the actions we can all take as a community to #MakeCervicalCancerHistory. 

Help us spread the word and bring Australia closer to eliminating cervical cancer. If you have any 
questions regarding the use of this content, please reach out to us directly at info@accf.org.au

mailto:info@accf.org.au
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This is why we exist

Our vision is to eliminate cervical cancer in Australia and developing countries.

We want to save lives and improve the health of women and people with a cervix.

We believe this is best achieved by offering the community a trusted, independent source of 
information, education and support on how to prevent and treat cervical cancer, cervical abnormalities 
and HPV related cancers. 

Promoting best practice, evidence-based prevention and treatment strategies, empowering people with 
the tools they need to take action and partnering with like-minded organisations, governments and 
individuals is how we operate. 



The theme for 
National 
Cervical Cancer 
Awareness 
Week 2022 is: 
Make Cervical 
Cancer History. 

Australia has led the world in cervical cancer 
prevention for the last 20 years and now, we 
are close to becoming the first country to 
eliminate it. 

This National Cervical Cancer Awareness Week
(7–13 November) you can play an important 
role in raising awareness of cervical cancer 
prevention and the action required to 
eliminate cervical cancer.  

Together we can #MakeCervicalCancerHistory –
will you help?

The theme for 
National 
Cervical Cancer 
Awareness 
Week 2022 is:

Make Cervical 
Cancer History. 

Why did we choose this theme?



Campaign key messages

Cervical cancer can impact women and people with a cervix in the prime of their life

It can rob people of childbearing age of the possibility to give birth in the future

If not identified and treated early, it can lead to death

Cervical cancer steals life opportunities 

Cervical cancer is almost always caused by the human papilloma virus (HPV)

It’s possible to prevent most HPV infections through vaccination 

It’s possible to identify HPV infection early, before it leads to cervical cancer, through 
screening

Cervical cancer can be prevented

An Australian scientist was the co-inventor of the HPV vaccine now used globally

Australia was the first country to launch a funded national school-based vaccination 
program

Most recently, Australia launched a self-collection cervical screening program

Australia has led the way in cervical cancer prevention for the last 20 years



Campaign key messages

Australia is close to becoming the first country in the world to eliminate

cervical cancer

Deaths from cervical cancer and the number of new diagnoses have halved since 
the National Cervical Screening Program was first implemented in 1991

HPV infections and pre-cancers have plummeted since our national school-based 
vaccination program was introduced in 2007

Australia is on course to eliminating cervical cancer by 2035, which would be 
another world-first

Women and people with a cervix aged 25 – 74 years can ensure they are enrolled 
in the National Cervical Screening Program and are screened every five years 

Parents of young people aged 12 – 18 years can ensure all their children get their 
full course of HPV vaccination at school, or see their GP (or pharmacist in NSW 
and WA) for any missed HPV vaccinations

Governments, organisations and individuals can help amplify messages that 
promote best practice in cervical cancer prevention and ensure Australians are 
aware of the opportunity we have to make cervical cancer history 

You can help make cervical cancer history 



Key actions

Women and people with a cervix aged 25–74

Ensure you are enrolled in the National Cervical Screening Program 
and screened every five years.

Speak to a healthcare provider if any symptoms arise between 
screenings.

Parents of young people aged 12–18

Ensure all your children get their full course of vaccination at 
school or see their GP (or accredited immunisation provider) for 
any missed vaccination doses. 

Governments, organisations and individuals 

Help amplify our key messages that promote best practice in 
cervical cancer prevention and ensure every Australian knows that 
we have the opportunity to make cervical cancer history. 



Click here to the National Cervical Cancer Awareness Week 
poster download poster. 

You can hang the poster up in your workplace kitchen, 
community noticeboard or in shared bathrooms to encourage 
everyone to play their part to make cervical cancer history.

Poster

https://accf.org.au/about-us/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-week-2022/


Factsheet

Click here to download the factsheet.

https://accf.org.au/about-us/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-week-2022/


Talking points

Australia has led the world in cervical cancer prevention for the last 20 years

• An Australian scientist co-invented the first HPV vaccine that is now used globally to prevent cervical cancer.
• Australia launched the world’s first funded national school-based HPV vaccination program. 
• Australia launched a universal self-collection cervical screening program.

We are close to becoming the first country in the world to eliminate cervical cancer

All Australians can help make cervical cancer history by taking positive action

• Women and people with a cervix aged 25–74 can make sure they are enrolled in the National Cervical Screening 
Program and screen every five years - either through self-collection or collection by their healthcare professional. 

• Parents of children aged 12–18 can ensure their children have received their full course of HPV vaccination at school or 
see their GP (or other accredited vaccination provider) for any missed HPV



Event email / invite
Subject: Help make cervical cancer history 

Dear [insert name], 

I am delighted to invite you to an event for National Cervical Cancer Awareness Week 2022. 

Date: [insert date]
Event time: [insert time]
Venue: [insert location]
RSVP: [insert RSVP date and contact details]

Cervical cancer can impact women and people with a cervix in the prime of their life, robbing people of childbearing age of 

the possibility to give birth in the future. It can also lead to death if not identified and treated early – but it can be prevented. 

Australia has led the world in cervical cancer prevention for the last 20 years through Australian innovation, significant 

Federal Government investment and broad reaching community support. 

We could become the first country to eliminate cervical cancer if we continue our world-leading prevention programs and 

take action as a community. 

You can help make cervical cancer history – join us to find out more. 

Yours sincerely, 

[insert name]



Click here to download the social media resources.

Social media posts and tiles

https://accf.org.au/about-us/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-week-2022/


Take the pledge

Share a photo of you, your friends, co-workers or family 
taking the pledge to #MakeCervicalCancerHistory

You can frame your photo with our pledge frame here.

Don’t forget to tag Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation. 

Let’s #MakeCervicalCancerHistory

Facebook: @TheAustralianCervicalCancerFoundation

Instagram: @auscervicalcancerfoundation

LinkedIn: Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation

Link to pledge frame here

https://accf.org.au/about-us/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-week-2022/


Help make cervical cancer history 
National Cervical Cancer Awareness Week (7–13 November 2022)

Did you know Australia could become the first country to eliminate cervical cancer? 

Australia has led the world in cervical cancer prevention for the last 20 years with: 
• an Australian scientist co-inventing the first HPV (human papillomavirus) vaccine that is now used globally to prevent cervical cancer 
• the launch of the world’s first funded national school-based HPV vaccination program 
• the launch of a universal self-collection cervical screening program. 

Everyone can play a role in making cervical cancer history – here’s how you can help: 

1. Download the supporter kit here. In the supporter kit you can find posters, factsheets, talking points, template invitations and social media content to share with friends, family and co-
workers.

2. Take the pledge. Share a photo of you, your friends, co-workers or family taking the pledge to #MakeCervicalCancerHistory. Feel free to use our pledge frame, available here Don’t 
forget to tag  Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation (ACCF). 

3. Share stories. Keep an eye out for ACCF ambassador stories that highlight the importance of prevention. Feel free to on-share their stories or share your own. Don’t forget to tag ACCF 
when you post and use the hashtag #MakeCervicalCancerHistory

4. Host a morning tea at work or with friends. Find out here how you can create an event in support of National Cervical Cancer Awareness Week and encourage guests to take 
preventative action. 

5. Encourage positive actions. You can also encourage family, friends and co-workers to be aware of the positive actions they can take to make cervical cancer history, such as: 
• making sure they are enrolled in the National Cervical Screening Program (NSCP) and screen every five years - either through self-collection or collection by their healthcare professional 
• making sure all their children get their full course of HPV vaccination at school, or see their GP (or other accredited vaccination provider) for any missed HPV vaccinations 
• catching up on any missed cervical screens and HPV vaccinations as a result of COVID. 

Want to know more? 
Our FAQs provide information on the impact of cervical cancer, the importance of prevention and knowing your choices, and the significant milestones Australia has achieved on the path to 
elimination.

Visit the Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation for more information.

Website / newsletter copy

https://accf.org.au/about-us/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-week-2022/
https://accf.org.au/about-us/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-week-2022/
https://accf.org.au/about-us/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-week-2022/
https://accf.org.au/know-your-cervix/faqs/
https://accf.org.au/


FAQs

What causes cervical cancer?
Cervical cancer is almost always caused by the human papilloma virus (HPV).

Is there a test for HPV? 
Yes, it is currently recommended that all women and people with a cervix between the 
ages of 25–74 undertake a routine Cervical Screening Test (HPV Test) every 5 years. 

Can cervical cancer be prevented?
Yes. HPV vaccination and cervical screening work in tandem to help prevent cervical 
cancer. HPV vaccination is proven to prevent HPV infection, significantly reducing the risk 
of developing cervical cancer. Cervical screening helps to detect HPV and changes to the 
cervix that could lead to cervical cancer.

Is cervical cancer hereditary? 
The majority of cases of cervical cancer develop from contracting HPV. As this is a virus 
you contract; there is currently little evidence that you are any more predisposed to 
developing cervical cancer if your mother or grandmother had it.

Does cervical cancer treatment affect your ability to have 
kids? 
It depends on the degree of the cancer and what is deemed the most 
appropriate treatment based on a variety of factors. Removal of the cervix 
and uterus (hysterectomy) to completely rid the body of cancerous cells 
may be a part of a treatment program in severe cases of cervical cancer.

How can I help #MakeCervicalCancerHistory?
Women and people with a cervix aged 25–74 years can ensure they are 
enrolled in the national cervical screening program and are screened 
every five years 

Parents of young people aged 12–18 years can ensure all their children 
get their full course of HPV vaccination at school, or see their GP (or 
pharmacist in NSW and WA) for any missed HPV vaccinations 

Governments, organisations and individuals can help amplify messages 
that promote best practice in cervical cancer prevention and ensure 
Australians are aware of the opportunity we have to make cervical cancer 
history. Resources are available here.

https://accf.org.au/about-us/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-week-2022/


For more FAQs visit: https://accf.org.au/know-your-cervix/faqs/ 

What programs are available in Australia to prevent cervical cancer? 
Australia’s leading HPV vaccination and cervical screening programs have been the cornerstones to our successful cervical cancer prevention efforts. 

In Australia, the HPV vaccine has been offered via a national school-based vaccination program since 2007. It is recommended for children and adolescents aged 9-18 years. 
The best age for HPV vaccination is 12–13 years and the School Based Vaccination Program (SBVP) provides the 9vHPV (9-valent HPV) vaccine free of charge for all Australian 
school-aged children 12–13 years.

General practitioners and in some states, pharmacists (currently NSW and WA), can provide two doses of the 9vHPV vaccine free of charge for all young people aged 9–18 
years who may not have received their full course of vaccination at school for whatever reason. This is called catch-up vaccination. 

For adolescents 15 years and over who receive their first dose of the HPV vaccine after their 15th birthday, they will need 3 doses to provide the best protection. Only two 
doses are covered under the National Immunisation Program (NIP), so the third dose will need to be paid for. 

HPV types other than those included in the current 9vHPV vaccine can cause cervical cancer. Therefore, women and people with a cervix who have received HPV vaccination 
should still undergo cervical screening according to current guidelines. 

The National Cervical Screening Program is available to women and people with a cervix aged 25–74 years. Women aged 25–74 years are recommended to have cervical 
screening every five years.

Most recently, Australia launched a universal self-collection cervical screening program. This is a real game changer for people who find the standard cervical screening process 
difficult or confronting. 

FAQs (cont’d)



Tips for hosting an event

Be inclusive and engage everyone in the community. 

Cervical cancer is not just ‘women’s business’. Everyone can help Make Cervical 
Cancer History. Consider finding a space that is accessible for attendees with 
mobility restrictions.

Food and drinks.

If you’re providing food and beverages, it’s a good idea to have options for a 
variety for dietary needs. 

Use the theme #MakeCervicalCancerHistory to guide your activities.

You may want to highlight the impact of cervical cancer, the significant progress 
Australia has made through world-first programs and make a group pledge to 
#MakeCervicalCancerHistory.

Consider donating to the Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation.

Click here for details.

And encourage others to take action to #MakeCervicalCancerHistory. Don’t 
forget to tag the Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation!

Have an agenda.

Once you decide where and who you are inviting, put together an agenda to 
guide activities. It can include key activities, speakers and topics to cover.

Consider a hybrid event.

Host your event in-person and online. Online events appeal to those who may 
not be able to get to the location on the day and allows you to reach a much 
larger audience.

Resources for attendees.

Have any resources like our poster or factsheet downloaded and printed out 
ready to give to guests. You might also like to share the link to this supporter 
toolkit afterwards to encourage further action.

Group pledge.

Don’t forget to take some photos and encourage your 
guests to make an individual or group pledge to 
#MakeCervicalCancerHistory.

Share your photos.

https://www.mycause.com.au/page/296585


Preventing cervical cancer

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Faces of Cervical Cancer

Share your story 

Comfort Checklist - for a more comfortable screening experience

Donate to Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation

Useful links
Need some advice about cervical screening or cervical cancer? 
Call the Healthdirect helpline on 1800 022 222 
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

https://accf.org.au/know-your-cervix/prevention/
https://accf.org.au/know-your-cervix/faqs/
https://faces.accf.org.au/
https://faces.accf.org.au/share-your-story/
https://accf.org.au/know-your-cervix/prevention/comfort-checklist/
https://www.mycause.com.au/page/296585


You can help achieve our vision of eliminating cervical cancer. Here are some 
of the ways you can be an ACCF champion:

1

2

3

4

Screening – keep up to date and spread awareness 

HPV vaccine – ensure teenagers you know are vaccinated 

Contribute to our work 

Be a part of National Cervical Cancer Awareness Week 

What you can do

Contact us at info@accf.org.au to discuss ways that you can get involved.

mailto:info@accf.org.au

