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MEDIA RELEASE   

Australians unaware we could become the first country to eliminate cervical 
cancer and unclear on how they can help make cervical cancer history 

 
Canberra, 7 November – Four out of five Australians are unaware Australia could become the first 

country in the world to eliminate cervical cancer, according to the results of a new consumer poll 

released today by the Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation to launch National Cervical Cancer 

Awareness Week. 

The trailblazing efforts of Australia in cervical cancer prevention over the last 20 years have led the 

world, with our successes bringing us to the critical point where we could be first country to 

eliminate a cancer.  Yet despite our significant strides in scientific and public health innovation and 

considerable Government investment in national prevention programs, it appears many Australians 

remain unclear how they can help make cervical cancer history. Only half of Australians surveyed 

believed they can play a role. 

Cervical cancer is almost always caused by the human papillomavirus (HPV), a common, sexually 

transmitted infection. It is possible to prevent up to 93% of potentially harmful HPV infections with 

vaccination. However 43% of Australians surveyed did not believe vaccination could prevent the life-

threatening cancer.   

Australian scientist Professor Ian Frazer co-invented the HPV vaccine that is now used globally to 

prevent cervical cancer. In 2007, Australia became the first country to launch a national funded 

schools-based HPV vaccination program. Since vaccination was introduced, HPV infections and pre-

cancers have plummeted.  

Australia’s National Cervical Screening Program, which is used to identify persistent HPV infections 

early before they become cervical cancer, has been in place since 1991.  Since it was introduced, the 

program has halved the number of new cervical cancer diagnoses and the number deaths from 

cervical cancer, but 32% of Australians surveyed did not identify screening as a prevention strategy.  

Reflecting on the findings of the consumer poll, Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation CEO Vicky 

Darling said: “These results are concerning and suggest despite our best efforts there may be a 

major gap in Australians’ understanding of the main cause of cervical cancer and how to prevent it.   

“We know our world-leading cervical cancer prevention programs work, but we can’t afford to 

become complacent and lose the focus or the momentum we have created. We have the tools we 

need to eliminate cervical cancer readily accessible, but we need to continue with our national 

prevention programs and invest in public education to ensure we all understand the role we can play 

to help make cervical cancer history and that importantly, no one is left behind,” said Ms Darling. 
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“This National Cervical Cancer Awareness Week, the Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation is calling 

on all Australians to help make cervical cancer history. 

“Women and people with a cervix: Make sure you’re enrolled in the National Cervical 

Screening Program and screen every five years - either through self-collection or collection 

by a healthcare professional. If you have symptoms such as abnormal bleeding, unusual 

discharge, pain during intercourse make sure to speak to a health professional. 

“Parents of young people aged 12 – 19 years: Make sure all your children get their full 

course of HPV vaccination at school or see your GP, or other accredited vaccination provider, 

for any missed HPV vaccinations.  

“Policymakers, organisations and individuals who share our vision to make cervical cancer 

history. Help us find the funding for the social research, education and awareness needed to 

ensure Australians understand the power they have to help make cervical cancer history. 

The Hon. Ged Kearney MP, Assistant Minister for Health and Aged Care said: “Australian women and 

people with a cervix deserve a future free from cervical cancer. With elimination within reach, we 

can all take positive action to keep us on track to achieving this important goal. 

“Australia has delivered many firsts when it has come to cervical cancer prevention through 

vaccination and screening. The ultimate ‘first’ is now within our reach. We need everyone to play a 

role,” concluded Assistant Minister Kearney. 

For more information, please visit accf.org.au. 

- Ends -  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Issued by SenateSHJ on behalf of Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation  

 
Media contact   

Nicki Sambuco | 0452 446 084| nicki@senateshj.com.au     

 

About Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation  

The Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation’s vision is to eliminate cervical cancer in Australia and 

developing countries. We want to save lives and improve the health of women and people with a 

cervix.  

We believe this is best achieved by offering the community a trusted, independent source of 

information, education and support on how to prevent and treat cervical cancer, cervical 

abnormalities and HPV related cancers.   

http://www.accf.org.au/
mailto:nicki@senateshj.com.au


Page 3 of 4 
 

Promoting best practice, evidence-based prevention and treatment strategies, empowering people 

with the tools they need to take action and partnering with like-minded organisations, governments 

and individuals is how we operate.  

  

About National Cervical Cancer Awareness Week 

National Cervical Cancer Awareness Week is the Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation’s signature 

event to raise awareness, improve understanding and make an impact by helping to save lives and 

improve the health of women and people with a cervix. 

 

The theme for this year’s awareness week is ‘Help Make Cervical Cancer History’. To find out how 

you can get involved, please visit accf.org.au. 

 

Locations around Australia will light up in recognition of National Cervical Cancer Awareness Week 

during 7–13 November. Media is invited to broadcast from these locations including: 

 

Date Light ups 

Monday 7 
November 

Telstra Tower, ACT 

Hobart City Centre: Franklin Square, Elizabeth Mall, Kennedy Lane 

Darwin Parliament House, NT 

Treasury Casino, QLD 

The Big Banana, NSW 

Federation Square, VIC 

Melbourne Town Hall, VIC 

Victoria Bridge, QLD 

Reddacliff Place, QLD 

Brisbane City Hall/King George Square 

Tropical Dome - Mt Cootha, QLD 

Sandgate Community Hall, QLD 
 

Tuesday 8 
November 

Telstra Tower, ACT 
Hobart City Centre: Franklin Square, Elizabeth Mall, Kennedy Lane 

Darwin Parliament House, NT 
Treasury Casino, QLD 
Victoria Bridge, QLD 
Reddacliff Place, QLD 
Brisbane City Hall/King George Square 
Tropical Dome - Mt Cootha, QLD 
 Sandgate Community Hall, QLD 
Tralfalgar Bridge, WA 
Perth Council House, WA 
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Date Light ups 

Wednesday 9 
November 

Telstra Tower, ACT 
Hobart City Centre: Franklin Square, Elizabeth Mall, Kennedy Lane 

Darwin Parliament House, NT 
Treasury Casino, QLD 
Tralfalgar Bridge, WA 
Perth Council House, WA 
 

Thursday 10 
November  

Telstra Tower, ACT 
Hobart City Centre: Franklin Square, Elizabeth Mall, Kennedy Lane 

Darwin Parliament House, NT 
Treasury Casino, QLD 
 

Friday 11 
November  

Telstra Tower, ACT 
Hobart City Centre: Franklin Square, Elizabeth Mall, Kennedy Lane 

Darwin Parliament House, NT 
Treasury Casino, QLD 
 

Saturday 12 
November  

Telstra Tower, ACT 
Hobart City Centre: Franklin Square, Elizabeth Mall, Kennedy Lane 

Darwin Parliament House, NT 
Treasury Casino, QLD 
 

Sunday 13 
November 

Telstra Tower, ACT 
Hobart City Centre: Franklin Square, Elizabeth Mall, Kennedy Lane 

Darwin Parliament House, NT 
Treasury Casino, QLD 
Adelaide Oval, SA 
 

 


