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	Purpose of this guide
This guide supports teachers to deliver the revised ACCF HPV & Me interactive PowerPoint. It contains slide-by-slide facilitation notes, updated curriculum links, embedded quiz guidance and current Australian HPV vaccination and cervical screening information.


Version: 7 June 2026 | Audience: Year 7 students | Suggested lesson length: 15 - 45 minutes


	1. Overview



Created for teachers delivering HPV education to Year 7 students, this classroom resource introduces human papillomavirus (HPV), why HPV vaccination is offered in early adolescence, and how young people can build health literacy around prevention. The revised resource is designed to be presented close to the time students receive their HPV vaccination or when consent information is being discussed at school.
The main classroom activity is now an interactive PowerPoint deck with embedded questions, answer-reveal slides, a team challenge and QR-linked feedback survey.
The resource can be delivered as a whole-class lesson using a projector or interactive whiteboard. Student devices are optional and are mainly useful for the end-of-session survey or extension activities.
Teachers should adapt language to the age, maturity, school context and local requirements for relationships and sexuality education.
	2. Teacher preparation checklist



Open the PowerPoint in Slide Show mode and test the Start, Continue, Back and answer-reveal buttons.
Check that embedded videos, QR codes and any external links work on the school network.
Confirm the school vaccination timing, consent process and who students should speak to with private medical questions.
Review the anatomical diagrams and safe sex slides so you can introduce them calmly and respectfully.
Set clear discussion expectations: no personal disclosures, no teasing, respectful language, and questions may be asked privately.
Have the details of the school nurse, vaccination provider, wellbeing team or local health service available.
	Important teacher note: 
This resource is educational and does not replace medical advice. Questions about individual vaccination status, side effects, medical exemptions, screening eligibility or sexual health should be referred to a parent/carer, GP, immunisation provider, school nurse or appropriate health professional.

	3. Resources required

	Required
	Optional / helpful

	2026 Year 7 Presentation - HPV and Me - All Slides - Interactive Version
	Student devices for survey or research activities

	Computer, projector or interactive whiteboard
	Speakers/headphones if using the video on getting the HPV vaccination at school

	Internet access for videos, QR codes and website links
	Printed question slips for anonymous student questions

	School vaccination / consent information relevant to your setting
	Printed or digital family information sheet if your school is distributing consent forms

	4. Curriculum alignment



This guide is most directly aligned to Australian Curriculum v9.0 Health and Physical Education, Years 7-8, particularly the Personal, Social and Community Health strand. Schools may adapt the mapping to their state or territory syllabus documents.
	Curriculum area
	Relevant content
	How the lesson addresses it

	HPE Years 7-8 - AC9HP8P08
	Define protective behaviours and evaluate community resources to seek help for themselves and others.
	Students identify trusted adults, school health teams, GPs, family conversations and credible online resources for vaccination and personal health questions.

	HPE Years 7-8 - AC9HP8P09
	Investigate how media and influential people impact attitudes, beliefs, decisions and behaviours in relation to health, safety, relationships and wellbeing.
	Students test myths and health messages about HPV, symptoms, vaccination and prevention through interactive quiz questions.

	HPE Years 7-8 - AC9HP8P10
	Plan and implement strategies, using health resources, to enhance their own and others' health, safety, relationships and wellbeing.
	Students identify prevention strategies: vaccination, smoke-free choices, safe sexual behaviours in age-appropriate terms, and future cervical screening.

	Optional extension - AC9HP8P07
	Communicate assertively and respectfully when seeking, giving or denying consent.
	If appropriate for your school program, teachers may connect the safe sex slide to respectful communication, consent and help-seeking.

	Cross-curricular links
	Science as a human endeavour; biological science; health literacy; digital literacy.
	Students explore how vaccination supports immunity and how public health information is evaluated and shared.

	5. Learning outcomes



Define HPV as human papillomavirus and explain that it is a common virus that can affect people of all genders.
Explain, using age-appropriate language, that HPV is usually spread through intimate skin-to-skin sexual contact and may have no symptoms.
Identify the main body parts and cancers linked to HPV, including cervical cancer, and understand that HPV can also cause genital warts.
Describe how the HPV vaccine helps the immune system make antibodies and build protection.
Recognise herd immunity as community protection that occurs when many people are vaccinated.
Name prevention steps that work together: HPV vaccination, being smoke-free, safer sexual behaviours later in life, and cervical screening when eligible.
Identify reliable people and places to go for health information and support.
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Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation - HPV & Me

	
	6. Suggested lesson structure

	Part
	Slides
	Time for 45–55 minute lesson
	Time for 15–30 minute lesson 
	Purpose

	Set-up and prior knowledge
	1-7
	7-10 min
	3-4 min
	Introduce HPV and check baseline understanding through quick interactive questions.

	What HPV can affect
	8-14
	8-10 min
	2-3 min
	Use body-part and cancer slides to explain that HPV affects all genders and can lead to several cancers.

	Vaccination and immunity
	15-21
	8-10 min
	2-3 min
	Explain antibodies, immunity, herd immunity and what students can expect from school vaccination.

	Prevention behaviours
	22-27
	7-8 min
	2-3 min
	Introduce the three S's: Smoke-free, Safe sex and Cervical screening, alongside vaccination.

	Quiz and discussion
	28-32
	8-10 min
	2-3 min
	Use answer-reveal slides and team challenge to check understanding and correct misconceptions.

	Next steps, questions and finish. 
	33-37
	5 min
	2 mins 
	Reinforce family discussion, consent forms, support pathways, ACCF information and feedback survey.




	7. Slide-by-slide facilitation guide



The guide below follows the revised interactive PowerPoint. Use the exact slide numbering in the 7 June 2026 version of the deck.
	Slides
	Deck focus
	Teacher facilitation notes
	Check for understanding

	1-3
	Welcome and what HPV is
	Set a respectful tone. Explain that HPV stands for human papillomavirus and that the lesson is about prevention and reliable health information. Avoid asking students to share personal experiences.
	Can students say what HPV stands for and why prevention matters?

	4-5
	How common HPV is
	Use the 20/50/80/100% question as a low-pressure guess. Reinforce that HPV is very common, so prevention is normal and practical.
	Correct answer: 80%.

	6-7
	Symptoms
	Ask students whether most people with HPV have symptoms. Emphasise that people often do not know they have HPV, which is why vaccination and health checks matter.
	Correct answer: No - many people with HPV have no symptoms.

	8-13
	Body parts and cancers
	Use the male and female reproductive system slides factually. Explain that HPV can affect people of all genders and can be linked with several cancers. Keep language calm, scientific and inclusive.
	Can students name at least two HPV-related cancers or effects?

	14-15
	Why cervical cancer prevention matters
	Link the lesson to cervical cancer prevention and ACCF's broader mission. Introduce the idea that the HPV vaccine is safe, free through the Australian program for eligible adolescents, and designed to prevent infection before exposure.
	Can students explain why vaccination is offered before adulthood?

	16-17
	Vaccines and antibodies
	Use the multiple-choice question to explain that vaccines help the body make antibodies and immune memory. Clarify that the HPV vaccine teaches the immune system what to recognise.
	Correct answer: Antibodies.

	18-20
	Vaccine facts and herd immunity
	Explain that HPV vaccination is offered in early adolescence and catch-up is available for eligible young people. Reinforce that the vaccine does not contain live HPV and cannot cause HPV infection.
	Can students define immunity and herd immunity in plain English?

	21
	What to expect at school vaccination
	Show the video if time and internet allow. Otherwise, briefly explain the process: consent, nurse/immunisation provider, quick injection, observation period, and who to ask if worried.
	Do students know where to take questions about their own vaccination?

	22-23
	The three S's
	Explain that prevention works best when strategies work together: vaccination, smoke-free choices, safer sexual behaviours later in life, and cervical screening when eligible.
	Can students recall the three S's?

	24
	Smoke-free
	Explain that smoking can weaken immune defence and increases cancer risk. Connect with broader health messages students may already know.
	What is one reason being smoke-free supports health?

	25
	Safe sex
	Keep the discussion age-appropriate and aligned to school policy. Explain that condoms lower risk but do not remove all HPV risk because HPV is spread by skin-to-skin contact. Link to respect, consent and trusted adults where appropriate.
	What does safe sex reduce? What does it not guarantee?

	26
	Cervical screening
	Clarify that screening is for people with a cervix when they are older and eligible. Reinforce that screening remains important even after vaccination because no vaccine prevents every possible cancer-causing HPV type.
	Do students understand screening is a future health action, not a Year 7 requirement?

	27
	Cancer Council video/resource
	Use this as an optional resource slide. If not showing the video, tell students that reliable public health websites are better than social media for health decisions.
	Where could students find reliable information?

	28-31
	Quiz and answer reveals
	Run as a whole-class quiz. Invite students to choose answers silently, by hands, or in teams. Reveal answers and correct misconceptions without singling students out.
	Answers: False; True in the context of recommended adolescent vaccination unless a health professional advises otherwise; Herd immunity; Showering and swimming are not HPV-cancer risk-reduction strategies.

	32
	Team challenge
	Have pairs or small groups choose one question. Ask for short answers focused on key ideas, not perfect speeches. Use this as formative assessment.
	Listen for: HPV is common; vaccination is prevention; no symptoms are common; herd immunity; trusted information/support.

	33
	What next?
	Emphasise practical next steps: talk with family/carers about the vaccine and return consent forms as required by the school or immunisation provider.
	Do students know what action may be needed after class?

	34
	Questions
	Invite questions. Offer anonymous question slips or a private follow-up pathway. Do not require students to disclose vaccination status, sexual activity, family decisions or health concerns.
	Have remaining questions been directed to the right support person?

	35-37
	Closing and ACCF information
	Close positively. Students can scan for more ACCF information or donation details if appropriate, according to school policy. Reinforce that family/carer discussion and reliable health advice are the next steps.
	Students can name where to find more information.



	8. Background information for teachers


What is HPV?
HPV stands for human papillomavirus. It is a very common virus. Some types of HPV can cause genital warts, while other higher-risk types can cause cell changes that may later develop into cancer. HPV can affect people of all genders.
How is HPV transmitted?
HPV is usually spread through intimate skin-to-skin sexual contact. Many people with HPV have no symptoms, so a person may not know they have HPV. In a Year 7 setting, keep this explanation factual and age-appropriate, and remind students that personal or private questions can be asked confidentially of a trusted adult or health professional.
How can HPV affect health?
Most HPV infections clear naturally, but some high-risk HPV types can persist and cause cell changes.
Long-term infection with high-risk HPV can be linked with cervical cancer and other HPV-related cancers, including anal, throat, penile, vulvar and vaginal cancers.
HPV can also cause genital warts. These are not cancer, but they may require treatment.
How does the HPV vaccine help?
The HPV vaccine used in Australia is Gardasil 9. A single dose is funded through the National Immunisation Program for adolescents aged about 12-13 years, generally through school-based immunisation programs. Catch-up vaccination is funded for eligible young people who missed the adolescent program. The vaccine is most effective when given before exposure to HPV.
The vaccine does not contain live HPV and cannot cause HPV infection.
Vaccination helps the immune system recognise HPV and make antibodies.
When many people in a community are protected, it becomes harder for the virus to spread. This is called herd immunity.
What are the three S's?
	Prevention step
	Teacher wording

	Smoke-free
	Smoking increases cancer risk and can weaken the immune system, making it harder for the body to defend itself against infections.

	Safe sexual behaviours
	Later in life, safer sex practices, condoms, communication, consent and trusted health advice can reduce the risk of sexually transmitted infections, including HPV, although condoms do not remove all HPV risk.

	Cervical screening
	When older and eligible, women and people with a cervix aged 25-74 are invited to have a Cervical Screening Test every five years. Screening remains important even after vaccination.

	Suggested student-friendly summary
HPV is common. Most people do not know they have it. Vaccination before exposure is the best protection. Other healthy choices - being smoke-free, safer sexual behaviours later in life, and screening when older - also help reduce HPV-related cancer risk.

	9. Discussion questions and expected responses

	Question
	Strong student response should include

	What is HPV?
	Human papillomavirus; a common virus that can affect people and sometimes cause warts or cancers.

	How is HPV transmitted?
	Usually through intimate skin-to-skin sexual contact; not through air particles, swimming or sharing casual spaces.

	Why can someone have HPV without knowing?
	Many people have no symptoms.

	How does vaccination help?
	It teaches the immune system to recognise HPV and make antibodies before exposure.

	What is herd immunity?
	When many people are vaccinated, it is harder for a disease or infection to spread in the community.

	What are reliable sources of health information?
	Family/carer, GP, school nurse/vaccination provider, Australian Government health websites, Cancer Council and ACCF/HPV resources.

	Why is cervical screening still important later in life?
	Vaccination greatly reduces risk, but screening can detect HPV or cell changes early and remains important for eligible people with a cervix.

	10. Managing sensitive questions



Use a question box or anonymous form if students may be embarrassed to ask questions aloud.
Do not ask students whether they have been vaccinated, whether their family has consented, or whether they have personal sexual health questions.
Validate questions without amplifying myths. For example: "That is a common question. Reliable health sources tell us..."
For personal or medical questions, use a referral phrase: "That is an important question for your parent/carer and a health professional. I can help you find the right person to ask."
If a student discloses harm, coercion, abuse or fear, follow school safeguarding and mandatory reporting procedures.

	11. Differentiation, inclusion and cultural safety



Pre-teach key words: virus, vaccine, antibodies, immunity, cervix, screening, prevention and consent.
Offer visual supports and allow students to respond by writing, pair discussion or anonymous exit ticket rather than speaking publicly.
Use inclusive language: HPV can affect people of all genders; cervical screening is relevant to women and people with a cervix when they are older and eligible.
Be mindful that students may have diverse family, cultural, religious or personal views about vaccination and sexual health. Keep the lesson focused on accurate health information, respectful discussion and trusted support pathways.
For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and families, use local culturally safe health resources and school-community relationships where available.
	12. Knowledge assessment


Embedded Quiz Answers
	Slide
	Question
	Answer/teaching point

	Slide 4
	What percentage of adults will get HPV?
	80%

	Slide 6
	Do most people with HPV experience symptoms?
	No

	Slide 16
	What do vaccines help our bodies make?
	Antibodies

	Slide 28
	HPV is transmitted through air particles.
	False

	Slide 28
	Everyone needs to be vaccinated against HPV.
	True in the context of recommended adolescent vaccination, unless a health professional advises otherwise.

	Slide 28
	When most people in a community are protected, this is called...
	Herd immunity

	Slide 30
	Which two are not ways to reduce HPV-related cancer risk?
	Showering and swimming



Exit ticket options
One thing I learned about HPV is...
One reason the HPV vaccine is important is...
One trusted place I could go for health information is...
One question I still have is...

	13. Extension opportunities



Create a myth-busting poster or short video explaining one accurate fact about HPV or vaccination.
Design a student-friendly Health Hub page with links to trusted information about vaccination, screening, consent and where to seek help.
Plan an awareness campaign for Cervical Cancer Awareness Month or school immunisation week.
Research how HPV vaccination access differs across countries and how charities, governments and communities can improve prevention.
Develop a family conversation guide that helps students explain the key points they learned and ask about consent forms.
	14. Teacher resource links and source notes



Use these sources for educator background and to check for updates before delivery:
Australian Government - HPV vaccine information
Australian Immunisation Handbook - Human papillomavirus (HPV)
National Cervical Screening Program
Cancer Council - HPV vaccine resources
Healthdirect - Cervical screening test
Australian Curriculum v9.0 - Health and Physical Education
QCAA - Australian Curriculum v9.0 HPE Years 7-8 alignment
Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation
HPV & Me

	Version notes
This document revises the 2023 ACCF Teacher Guide through activities to the 2026 interactive PowerPoint slides, updating curriculum links to Australian Curriculum v9.0, and adding teacher guidance for sensitive questions, inclusion, student feedback and current Australian vaccination/screening information.
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